
Select a campus or local issue that matters to you, and write a letter to 

the editor about it. Be certain to tell readers what the issue is, why it is 

 important, and how you propose to address it. Assume that your letter 

will appear in a special opinion feature that allows letters longer than the 

usual word-count limits. How long is the usual 
 letter? How long should 
mine be? Anything else 

My classmates? The 
publication’s readers?

Editor of what?

What’s my purpose? 
Persuading readers 
to respect my view or 
to agree?

Anything OK?  
Or only newspaper 
type of issue?

letters like this should do? 
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