Chapter 16—Conquering a Continent, 1854–1890
Identify the Big Idea
· How did U.S. policymakers seek to stimulate the economy and integrate the trans-Mississippi west into the nation, and how did this affect people living there?
Download and save this document so you can return to it to take notes and later use it for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below to remind you of the ways in which U.S. policymakers sought to create a continental empire. Then note the impact of these developments on native peoples. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put the material into your own words, you should do so. 

	
	Policies 
	Effect on Native Americans

	Economic development
	· 
	· 

	Integration of trans-Mississippi west
	· 
	· 


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
· How did U.S. policymakers seek to stimulate the economy and integrate the trans-Mississippi west into the nation, and how did this affect people living there?

Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

