Chapter 26—Triumph of the Middle Class, 1945–1963
Identify the Big Idea
· Why did consumer culture become such a fixture of American life in the postwar decades, and how did it affect politics and society?

Download and save this document so you can return to it to take notes and later use it for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below with the political and societal impacts of this list of developments related to the growth of consumer culture in the postwar era. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put the material into your own words, you should do so. 

	
	Political impacts
	Societal impacts

	Defense spending
	· 
	· 

	Consumer goods
	· 
	· 

	Education
	· 
	· 

	Television
	· 
	· 

	Youth culture
	· 
	· 

	Middle-class morality
	· 
	· 

	Postwar housing boom
	· 
	· 


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
· Why did consumer culture become such a fixture of American life in the postwar decades, and how did it affect politics and society?


Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

