Chapter 5—The Problem of Empire, 1763–1776
Identify the Big Idea
· Consider whether the collapse of British authority in the thirteen rebellious colonies might have been avoided through compromise measures and more astute leadership. Was colonial independence inevitable, and was war the only way to achieve it?
Download and save this document so you can return to it to take notes and later use it for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below to remind you of the actions that the British Empire took in order to control the colonies. Then list details about the Patriot response and brainstorm possible compromises, if any, that might have averted conflict. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put the material into your own words, you should do so. 
	
	Event
	Patriot response
	Possible compromise?

	Military actions
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Economic actions
	· 
	· 
	· 

	Political actions
	· 
	· 
	· 


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
· Consider whether the collapse of British authority in the thirteen rebellious colonies might have been avoided through compromise measures and more astute leadership. Was colonial independence inevitable, and was war the only way to achieve it?

Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

