Chapter 12

STEP 4
PUT IT ALL TOGETHER
Now, take a step back and try to explain the big picture. Remember to use specific examples from the chapter in your answers.
The Renaissance
Compare and contrast the city-states of Renaissance Italy and Ancient Greece. What similar patterns and challenges emerged in both contexts? 

What might explain the Renaissance interest in artistic “genius”? What does this interest tell you about the values and beliefs of Renaissance thinkers and writers?
Social Hierarchies
What did Renaissance Europeans mean by the term race? How does their definition differ from your understanding of the term?

What might explain the increased interest in the differences between men and women during the Renaissance? What connections can you make between the debate about women and larger intellectual trends? 
Politics and the State in Western Europe
How did the monarchs of England, France, and Spain use royal councils to augment their own power? What does the use of such councils tell you about the common problems facing the rulers of all three countries? 

How were notions of race and religion used in the formation of Spanish national identity? Why might Spanish monarchs have found it advantageous to attack religious and ethnic minorities?
Make Connections
Suppose you were a scholar or artist of the High Middle Ages. What critique might you offer to the humanists’ contention that theirs was an age of rebirth after a millennium of darkness?

In your opinion, is it appropriate to describe the values and attitudes associated with the Renaissance as modern? Why or why not?

