GUIDED READING EXERCISE

Chapter 2—Small Kingdoms and Mighty Empires in the Near East, 1200–510 b.c.e.
· How did the Assyrians and the Persians win mighty empires, and how did they rule them once they had been won? 
Download and save this document so you can return to it to take notes and later use it for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below to remind you of key aspects of Assyrian and Persian conquest and rule. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put it into your own words, you should do so. 

	
	Assyrian Empire
	Persian Empire

	Sources of Military Strength
	· 
	· 

	Nature of Conquests
	· 
	· 

	Imperial Economy
	· 
	· 

	Imperial Government: Institutions and Strategies
	· 
	· 

	Cultural Exchange
	· 
	· 

	Treatment of Subject Peoples
	· 
	· 

	Religion and Empire
	· 
	· 


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
· How did the Assyrians and the Persians win mighty empires, and how did they rule them once they had been won? 
Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

