Chapter 3 The Foundations of Indian Society to 300 c.e.
What were the defining social and cultural characteristics of ancient India?

Download and save this document so you can return to it as you take notes and for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below to remind you of key aspects of ancient Indian society. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put it into your own words, you should do so. 
	
	Ancient India

	Social Organization and Hierarchy
	

	Gender Roles
	

	Religious Beliefs
	

	Political Organization
	

	Trade and Regional Relationships
	


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
What were the defining social and cultural characteristics of ancient India?
Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

