Chapter 18
STEP 4

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

Now, take a step back and try to explain the big picture. Remember to use specific examples from the chapter in your answers.

Absolutist

Monarchies and the Seventeenth-Century Crisis

· How did life for Europe’s peasants change during the seventeenth century? Why was peasant life harder in eastern Europe than in western Europe?

· How and why did Louis XIV try to co-opt and control the French aristocracy? In practice, how “absolute” was his rule?

· Compare and contrast absolutism in Austria, Prussia, and Russia. What common problems and challenges did would-be absolutist rulers face in each of these three states?
Constitutional States and the Seventeenth-Century Crisis

· Why did the efforts of English monarchs to build an absolutist state fail? What groups and institutions in English society were most responsible for the triumph of constitutionalism?

· Compare and contrast the constitutional governments of England and the Netherlands. What role did merchant elites and commercial interests play in each state?
Competition for Empire

· Why did northern European powers enter the competition for New World land and resources in the seventeenth century?

· How did England come to dominate the Atlantic economy over the course of the seventeenth century?
Looking Back, Looking Ahead

· How did the strong, centralized states of the second half of the seventeenth century differ from their fifteenth- and sixteenth-century counterparts? What new powers and responsibilities did seventeenth-century states take on?

· How might the state-building efforts of European powers in the seventeenth century have contributed to the acceleration of globalization that characterized the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?

