
An Informative 
Explanation

A TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE

 
(such as whereas or although).

 
of the issue.

 
create a synthesis chart to help you understand the similarities and differences.

 
motivating factor (such as a value or priority) has so much persuasive power.

the writer was trying to appeal to readers.

My readers do not understand my analysis.

My report or analysis seems more like a summary.

A Clear, Logical 
Organization

coherence.
-

tences throughout the report or analysis.

your headings.

of your report or analysis.

and that your closing paragraph revisits your thesis.

My readers are confused by my essay or find it difficult to read.

My readers are not clear about my topic or the opposing positions I’m exploring.

My readers are not interested or do not appreciate the issue’s importance.



Smooth 
Integration of 

Sources

Appropriate 
Explanatory 
Strategies

 provide enough context for the quotation or establish clearly enough the credentials
of the source’s author.

 indicate what the source author is doing (making a claim, asserting a position,
reporting on a study, and so forth ).

it is relevant.

classifying, comparing and contrasting, narrating, illustrating, describing, or explaining
causes and effects) for your topic.

terms your readers might not know.

adequate number of reliable sources from a variety of points of view.

already know.

Readers don’t understand my report or analysis.

Readers are concerned that my list of sources is too limited or unbalanced.

Readers want more information about certain aspects of the topic.

My readers wonder whether my sources are credible.



Appropriate 
Explanatory 
Strategies

the like) that might be appropriate for your report or analysis. (If you are publishing your 
work online, consider video clips, audio files, and animated graphics as well.)

or illustrations.

important words.

Readers want visuals to help them understand certain aspects of the topic.

Summaries lack oomph; paraphrases are too complicated; quotations are too long.


