
Summarize: Tell the writer what you understand the issue to be. If you were already 
familiar with it and understand it differently, briefly explain.

Praise: Give an example from the essay where the issue and its significance come 
across effectively.

Critique: Tell the writer where more information about the issue is needed, where more 
might be done to establish its seriousness, or how the issue could be framed or reframed 
in a way that would better prepare readers for the argument.

How well does the writer present the issue?

A Focused,  
Well-Presented 

Issue

A PEER REVIEW GUIDE

Summarize: Underline the thesis statement and the main reasons.

Praise: Give an example in the essay where the argument is especially effective; for 
example, indicate which reason is especially convincing or which supporting evidence is 
particularly compelling.

Critique: Tell the writer where the argument could be strengthened; for example, indicate 
how the thesis statement could be made clearer or more appropriately qualified, how the 
argument could be developed, or where additional support is needed.

How well does the writer argue in support of the position?

A Well-Supported 
Position

Summarize: Identify where the writer responds to a reason others use to support 
their argument or an objection they have to the writer’s argument.

Praise: Give an example in the essay where a concession seems particularly well 
done or a refutation is convincing.

Critique: Tell the writer how a concession or refutation could be made more 
effective, identify a reason or objection the writer should respond to, or note where 
common ground could be found.

Summarize: Find the sentence(s) in which the writer states the thesis and forecasts  
supporting reasons, as well as transitions or repeated key words and phrases.

Praise: Give an example of how or where the essay succeeds in being especially easy 
to read, perhaps in its overall organization, clear presentation of the thesis, clear  
transitions, or effective opening or closing.

Critique: Tell the writer where the readability could be improved. Can you, for 
example, suggest better forecasting or clearer transitions? If the overall organization of 
the essay needs work, make suggestions for rearranging parts or strengthening 
connections.

How effectively has the writer responded to others’ reasons and likely 
objections?

How clearly and logically has the writer organized the 
argument?

An Effective 
Response to 

Opposing 
Views

A Clear, Logical 
Organization




