
Summarize: Tell the writer what you understand the subject of the evaluation to be, and 
identify the kind of subject it is.

Praise: Point to a place where the subject is presented effectively — for example, where 
it is described vividly and accurately, where it is named, or where it is clearly placed in a 
recognizable genre or category.

Critique: Tell the writer where readers might need more information about the subject, 
and whether any information about it seems inaccurate or possibly only partly true. 
Suggest how the writer could clarify the kind of subject it is, either by naming the  
category or by giving examples of familiar subjects of the same type. 

Has the writer presented the subject effectively?

A Well-Presented 
Subject

A PEER REVIEW GUIDE

Summarize: Tell the writer what you understand the overall judgment to be, and list the 
criteria on which it is based.

Praise: Identify a passage in the essay where support for the judgment is presented 
effectively — for example, note particularly strong supporting reasons, appeals to criteria 
readers are likely to share, or especially compelling evidence.

Critique: Let the writer know if you cannot find a thesis statement or think the thesis is 
vague or overstated. Tell the writer where the evaluation could be improved — for example, 
suggest another reason that could be added; propose a way to justify one of the criteria 
on which the evaluation is based; or recommend a source or an example that could be 
used to bolster support for the judgment. 

Has the writer supported the judgment effectively?

A Well-Supported 
Judgment

Summarize: Choose an objection or alternative judgment about the subject, and explain 
it in your own words.

Praise: Identify a passage in the essay where the writer responds effectively to an objection 
or alternative judgment. An effective response may include making a concession — for 
example, agreeing that a subject the writer is primarily criticizing has some good points, 
or agreeing that the subject has weaknesses as well as strengths. 

Critique: Tell the writer where a response is needed or could be made more effective —  
for example, suggest a likely objection or alternative judgment that should be taken into 
account, help the writer understand the criteria behind an alternative judgment, or offer 
an example that could be used to refute an objection.

Has the writer responded effectively to objections and alternative judgments?

An Effective 
Response to 

Objections and 
Alternative 
Judgments

Summarize: Briefly describe the strategies used to make the essay clear and easy to  
follow.

Praise: Give an example of where the essay succeeds in being readable — in its overall 
organization, in its clear presentation of the thesis, in its effective opening or closing, or 
by other means.

Critique: Tell the writer where the readability could be improved. Can you, for example, 
suggest a better beginning or a more effective ending? If the overall organization of the 
essay needs work, make suggestions for rearranging parts or strengthening connections.

Is the evaluation clearly and logically organized?

A Clear, Logical 
Organization




