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How to cite course materials
Problem: Sometimes you will be assigned to work with materials that 
an instructor has uploaded to a course Web site or has handed out in class. 
Complete publication information may not always be given for such sources. 
A PDF file or a hard-copy article, 
for instance, may have a title and 
an author’s name but give no 
other information. Or a video may 
not include information about the 
creator or the date the video was 
created. When you write a paper 
using such sources, how should 
you cite them in your own work? 

examPle: Perhaps your 
instructor has included a PDF 
file of an article in a collection 
of readings on the course Web 
site (see image at right). You are 
writing a paper in which you use 
a passage from the work.
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Strategy: Look through section 
MLA-4b for a model that matches 
the type of source you’re working 
with. Is it an article? A chapter 
from a book? A photograph? 
A video? The model or models 
you find will give you an idea 
of the information you need to gather about the source. The usual required 
information is (1) the author or creator, (2) the title, (3) the date the  
work was published or created, and (4) the URL for sources on the Web.

Citation: For your citation, you can give only as much of the required 
information as you can find in the source. In this example, you know the 
source is an article with an author and a title, so you can use item 13a (basic 
format for an article). Because you don’t have much other information about 
the source, it is a good idea to include the description “Course materials” and 
supplementary information about the course (such as its title or number and 
the term). 

 author:  supplementary 
 last name first article title information

Jahn, Gary R. “The Image of the Railroad in Anna Karenina.” Course materials,
 

EN101, Fall 2013.

Note: When in doubt about how much information to include or where to 
find it, consult your instructor.
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