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2.26 Detector Dogs

The use of dogs to detect meat and plant products is employed at a number of POEs. Dogs are used to monitor international mail, air passengers and certain cargo entries. The APHIS-PPQ plans to integrate The Beagle Brigade Program into a number of AQI operations including airport baggage clearance, international mail facilities, cargo inspection, land border surveillance, and smuggling interdiction. It also has plans to explore other areas outside AQI where use of dogs may be helpful and to explore cross-utilization possibilities.

At this time PPQ’s program is constrained by a commitment to use beagles and a specific passive training technique. Customs and California’s dog programs use both passive and aggressive search and alert techniques specific to the assigned task and select breeds based on the traits desired for a specific task. As a result, APHIS is self-limited in its ability to expand its use of dog scenting.

Recommendations

Place detector dog teams at all high-risk ports of entry to facilitate passenger and baggage clearance.

Review APHIS’s training and breed selection program to maximize use of different screening techniques and breed capabilities.

Negotiate with Customs to cross-train its dogs to screen for agricultural products at smaller ports of entry.

2.27 X-Ray Application

X-ray equipment is currently used to screen passenger baggage for pre-departure and at some ports of entry, at international mail facilities, and for cargo containers at various high volume locations and devanning sites along the U.S./Mexico border.

Customs plans to install additional truck x-ray equipment at additional southern border locations and at northern border crossing locations as funding allows.

The development of tomographic x-ray equipment to facilitate inspection at POEs is currently stalled. Originally under development by the Federal Aviation Agency to facilitate explosion detection, funding by that agency was rescinded when this technology failed to detect sheet explosives at the required levels.

Vivid Technology has developed a dual energy x-ray system that will enable a high speed analysis of baggage for quarantine commodities which uses the atomic number, mass, and density of objects to discriminate targeted materials from non-targeted objects. Implementation of this x-ray technology is planned to begin at JFK’s Terminal One as a pilot program and then expand to other international airports.

Other x-ray technology under development in addition to heavy pallet x-ray and improved truck x-ray capability include imaging and relocatable inspection systems (IRIS or VACIS) and a railcar inspection system that uses gamma rays to detect objects as a train moves slowly through the equipment.

Recommendations

Develop or abandon development of tomographic x-ray technology.

Acquire and begin using Vivid Technology’s dual energy x-ray system, and any other identified smart x-ray equipment to expedite screening and clearance of cargo, baggage and mail.

Negotiate with Customs to use its truck x-ray capability to screen cargo containers.

2.28 Future Possibilities and Research Needed
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