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one place to another.” Knowing the meaning of prefixes and suffixes can 
be very helpful. For example, anti means “against,” and pro means “for.” 

•	Use the glossary of the text or a dictionary. Textbook publishers care-
fully compile glossaries to help students learn the vocabulary of a 
given discipline. If the text has no glossary, have a dictionary on hand. 
If a given word has more than one definition, search for the meaning 
that fits your text. The online Merriam-Webster Dictionary (merriam-
webster.com) is especially helpful for college students. 

•	Use new words in your writing and speaking. If you use a new word a 
few times, you’ll soon know it. In addition, flash cards can be handy at 
exam time for reviewing the definitions of new words.

your turN   TRY IT

Choose a chapter in this or another textbook. As you read it, list the words that 
are new to you or that you’re not sure you understand. Look up a few of these 
words in a dictionary. Set a goal to add at least one new word a week to your 
personal vocabulary. Note these words and their definitions here.

 

 

 

 

Word power

Understanding the meaning of words is a key 
aspect of reading and understanding your 
texts. Take hints from contestants at the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee—take your 
time, think about context, consider a word’s 
root, and use the terms in your writing and 
speaking.
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What to Do When you Fall Behind  
on your reading 
From time to time, life might get in the way of doing your assigned read-
ings on time. You may get sick or have to take care of a sick family mem-
ber, you may have to work extra hours, or you may have a personal prob-
lem that prevents you from concentrating on your courses for a short time. 
Unfortunately, some students procrastinate and think they can catch up. 
That is a myth. The less you read and do your assignments, the harder you 
will have to work to make up for the lost time. 
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