
254 Chapter 12 Making the Right Career Choice 

•	Network. Connect with instructors, family members, and friends to 
find contacts in your fields of interest so that you can learn more 
about those areas. Participate, if possible, in mentoring programs 
hosted by alumni (past graduates of your college). Spend the summer 
completing internship, service-learning, and co-op experiences.

•	Volunteer. Whether you give of your time to a nonprofit organization, 
a school, or a business, volunteering can help you explore careers and 
get some experience in an area that interests you.

•	Do occupational and industry research for your field or for geographic 
areas that interest you. Look for all the career options within and 
beyond your field.

•	Visit work environments in person. Explore career options through 
informational interviews (interviewing to find out about a career) and 
job shadowing (observing someone at work with their permission). 

•	Get a job. Many students already have jobs when they enter college. 
Holding a job, especially one related to your major, can add to your 
classroom learning. Even a part-time job will develop your skills and 
might help you to make decisions about what you like and don’t like 
in a work environment. In any job, you learn essential skills such as 
teamwork, communication, and time management which are impor-
tant to employers!

•	Conduct a social media audit of your own online presence. Make sure 
nothing inappropriate in posted about you on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, or other social media. 

You can complete these steps at a different pace or in a different order 
than your friends do. What you want is to develop your qualifications, 
make good choices, and take advantage of opportunities on and off cam-
pus to learn more about your career preferences. Keep your goals in mind 
as you select courses and look for employment, but also keep an eye out 
for special opportunities. The route you think you want to take might 
change as you grow.

YOUr tUrN   oN YouR owN

Have you explored your college’s career center? What did you learn? What 
other benefits did you gain as a result of your visit? If you haven’t made a 
visit, when in your college experience do you think going to the career 
center will be most important? Why? List the reasons here:
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