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WhEN lEARNING STYlES AND  
TEAChING STYlES CoNflICT

3.4

This may not be surprising, but instructors tend to teach in ways that fit 
their own particular styles of learning. So an instructor who learns best in a 
read/write mode or aural mode will probably just lecture and give the class 
little opportunity for either interaction or visual and kinesthetic learning. 
But an instructor who prefers a more interactive, hands-on environment will 
likely involve students in discussion and learning through experience.

Which learning situations work best for you? Think about the following 
questions:

•	Do you enjoy listening to lectures, or do you find yourself bored? 
•	When your instructor assigns a group discussion, what is your immedi-

ate reaction? 
•	Do you dislike talking with other students, or is that the way you learn 

best? 
•	How do you react to lab sessions when you have to conduct an actual 

experiment? Is this an activity you look forward to or one that you do 
not like? 

Each of these learning situations is more interesting for some students 
than for others, but each is certainly going to be part of your college experi-
ence. Your college has intentionally designed courses that give you opportu-
nities to listen to instructors who are well educated and trained in their 
fields, to interact with other students in structured groups, and to learn by 
doing. A true advantage of attending a two-year college is that your instruc-
tors’ main job is to teach students like you, but they will do so with differ-
ent styles. Because these are all essential components of your college edu-
cation, it’s important for you to make the most of each situation, learn the 
content of each course and in general learn how to learn better.

YOur TurN   oN YouR oWN

Below, list the classes you are taking this term in order from most favorite 
to least favorite. Then add the instructor’s teaching style for each class on 
your list. Do you think that your preferences have anything to do with the 
way the classes are taught? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

IN CLASS  Students can 
reference the Your Turn: On 
Your Own feature on page 63 
that prompts them to consider 
the teaching styles of their 
various instructors.

reTeNTION STrATeGY   
Retention is connected to how 
well students can engage with 
faculty. A good predictor of 
first-year persistence is out-
of-class interaction between 
students and faculty. 

IN CLASS  Ask students to 
share the learning styles that 
they discovered in this chapter 
and explain how they plan to 
apply them to be successful in 
any class.
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