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through your course notes, reorganize them, highlight the important 
items, and create new notes that let you connect with the material.

 2. Do any assigned problems, and answer any assigned questions. When 
you start doing your homework, read each question or problem and 
ask: What am I supposed to find or find out? What is most important? 
What is not all that important? Read each problem several times, and 
state it in your own words. Work the problem without referring to your 
notes or the text, as though you were taking a test. In this way, you will 
test your knowledge and know when you are prepared for exams.

 3. Don’t give up too soon. Start your homework with the hardest subject 
first while you are most energetic. When you face a problem or ques-
tion that you cannot easily solve or answer, move on only after you 
have tried long enough. After you have completed the whole assign-
ment, come back to any problems or questions that you could not 
solve or answer. Try once more, and then take a break. You might need 
to think about a particularly difficult problem for several hours or 
even days. Inspiration might come when you are waiting at a stoplight 
or just before you fall asleep.

 4. Complete your work. When you finish an assignment, talk to yourself 
about what you learned from it. Think about how the problems and 
questions were different from one another, which strategies were suc-
cessful, and what form the answers took. Be sure to review any mate-
rial you have not mastered. Ask for help from the instructor, a class-
mate, a study group, the campus learning center, or a tutor to learn 
how to answer questions that stumped you. 

4.34.2 4.44.1

your turn   on your own

Now that you’ve read suggestions about taking notes and studying for 
class, and practiced using different note-taking formats, which ideas will 
you use in your own note taking? List the ideas and formats that you like 
the most and explain your reasons.

 

In ClaSS  After reviewing 
this chapter’s suggestions on 
getting the most out of class, 
remind students where they 
can go on campus or at their 
college’s Web site to get help 
on these strategies. Tell them 
that it is the most successful 
students who are most likely 
to seek such assistance and 
that such actions correlate 
with higher probabilities for 
retention and graduation. 
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