NURDER NEAR TNDIANOLA
PROMINENT FARMER ROBBED

Farmer Hossick—Coroner Holding
an Investigation Today.

INDIANOLA, Dec. 3.~(Special. )-—-A foul
murder was committed Sdtur ht near
Mediord, filteen miles southwest o! dnat\olm
A farmer named Hossick was struck over L
heéad and killed by unknown puﬂu. at his
{home a few miles out from Medford.
| The assault was probably committed br
| burglars, lho M of thh the officers are 4o
[ et suré, ff Lew Hodson Dr. Hm

‘lc. cor grewweat to the nisce Sunday, an

ol was ed meet’

this morniuf tor nn inquest. f. Hossick
uu an early settler, a prominent - farmer
|highly respected. He was about 66 yeirs o
‘ege and leaves & wife and large family,

| -

Source: Susan Glaspell,
“Murder Near Indianola, Des
Moines Daily News, December
3, 1900.

| Comment [SM1]: Susan
Glaspell grew up in lowa and
became the statehouse
reporter for the Des Moines
Daily News in 1899. Her
memory of a murder trial in
lowa that she had covered
served as the inspiration for
the short play Trifles (1916).
Glaspell recalled that she
"had meant to do it as a short
story, but the stage took it for
its own." One year later,
however, she adapted Trifles
into a story, "A Jury of Her
Peers" (1917).




Source: Susan Glaspell, “Mrs. Hossack May Yet Be Proven Innocent,” Des Moines

Daily News, December 12, 1900.

MRS. HOSSACK MAY YET |
BE DROVEN INNOCENT
'Tkle of Segtiment Turns Slightly in Her Favor—

Notified 'l'q!fy That She Will Soon Be Released
First, Photograph Bearing on the Tragedy.
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THE MURDERED MAN,

phat of 15 desd man wiw In possession of

a Mvtrument 1aid the skOl opem. The mark
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casd WUl be ono of the bitterest
contested of ‘afly that has
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facts, will Amount within the | circumstantial evidemce 1o broken.
limit of § exmntha relatives | Do resembered this ave was found oa (he
and friend ossaeks family are | Meadav following the ghastl

struck the blows, and then
ranary an. mecreted U oae
then supposcd she retursed to
and placed bersel!  beside t5
man, giving the alarm that
household,

I LhEa Veradoh b eoncdualvely
ated by other evidence borne o
now in possession of the stat
chances for Mre. Hosstek's a¢
in  jeopardy, 1f, however,

B | oced the amalysis of the bi

in the discovery that it was th
the evidemce against ihe prisn
severely shaken

The axe is one that was m
perpose of butchering fowls an
1 the back yard, Tha fact ¢
found Mddés umder the gran
blade buried in the grosad ez
clon st Once that it was the
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Comment [SM2]: The
microfilm images of the
newspaper articles in this
collection present the first
news of the murder of Mr.
Hossack and the
subsequently released facts
of the case and Mrs.
Hossack's involvement. The
excerpt from "A Jury of Her
Peers" offers a valuable
perspective on Trifles—the
story spells out much more
than the play.
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ing ordeals and muttered in incoherent
tones, between moans and nihn, some-
thing that sounded as tho she was
trying to confess something o the affair.
\Vl:m questioned, however, by some of
the imembers present, she immediately
rgained her umurdemeunor and positively
refused {o be further ?umqned along
|those Jines. The state is said to have

! The ax which h'~¢uﬁpoud to have been tsed
in murdering John Hossack. The cut shows
the blood spats on’the handle.

zecn informed of this rumor and will
ake a diligent search between now and
the date of the trial (0 secure the parties
avho, are said to have noticed the actions
nd bring them bere as witnesses during
o trial. Many dre inclined to the be-
Yief,' however, that it i& mere rumor and
t Jittle credenée can be given it.

. Plea of Insanity.

1 tghere is a well defined rumor current to

effect that Messrs. Berry and Hes-
derson. will enter a plea of ~insanity’ if
;hdr g.ﬂ'om 'iln’ half of( their cl}lcntlbt
“dore t and jury are of no avail. t
*un ntoo"f. some 0f thé best citizens of
h n:l‘hhborhood cre the Hossacks re
side teatify

de
e
t Mrs. Hosack
acted queerly. on several

Aot L 1 ons, threat-
‘g‘iu 16 tal ﬁ_u Jife of her husband,
& testimony of the man Haines before
m coroner was’ u: e{f‘m t%-t he
n approached rs. Hosack
wl bﬁu uest that ie help h"l{“
. rd of the ol fact that Mrs,
‘Hossack had - develo)

Al
strange | of the

her mind is not as mentally bright as
normal conditions hould juitify.
Blood on Her Clothes. L

Relative fo the alleged’ spots of blood
on Mrs. Hossack’s clothes discovered after
the murder, but which she explained as |
blood from a fowl, it is claimed by the |«
state that it will be ablo to prove def- |
initely that the blood id human and an in-
vestigation is being made as in the case
of the axe. The garment is in possession |
of the state and will be introdiicéd as evi-
dence at the January trial. .

The sentiment of the best people of
Indianola, those who Know the family
well, is that Mrs. Hossack was either
crazy or that she did not cofimit the
crime. She is intelligent and to visitors
who had occasion to go to the 'home
even only a few months prior to the mur-
der sho was attentive to her husband,
seeming to anticipate his wants, and saw
that he wished for nothing. She is said
to a woman who is quick tempered,
high strung, like all Scotch women, but
of a deeply religious {urn of mind.

Hossack was above the average in intel-
lect. ‘Two years ago he was prominently
mentioned for treasurer of Warren caunty
and had the votes pledged that would
have named him for tue piace. . divis.on
was about to be made in the : party,
however, and he came forward and with:
drew his name. Since that time he hay
been mentioned for some of the highest)
offices in Warren county, but has refused.
No one ever regarded the quarrels be-
tween the couple as serious.

JOTTINGS ABOUT TOWN.

Eagle Coal Co., 413 Sixth avenue.

MONRAD'S LOTION for ehapped hands.

Relisble “Gibson Coals” Tel. 78.

Bloomfield Coal Co., 513 E, Grand ave.

Artistic picture framing, lowest prices,
at Stoner’s.

The Painters’ union, No, 248, will give
a dance at Kurtz's fiall Gver. 314 Weat
Fifth street Wednesday evening, Dec. 12
Admission 50c.

One of the most interesting of this sea-
son’s dramatic events will’be the first a

rance in this dt{l of Miss Gomut!:'
E?(hhn as & star. Miss Coghlan will be |
séen &% Becky Sharp in a dramatization
of Thackeray’s novel “Vanity Fair,"! the

P

Comment [SM3]: This

| follow-up article by Glaspell

on the Hossack murder

| details the known facts of the

murder, and publicizes
rumors about Mr. and Mrs.
Hossack’s relationship and
Mrs. Hossack’s legal defense.

be given and tonight “A Soldier of the !
Empire.’ Seats on sale at Harlbut’s d
store. Prices 10, 20, 30 cents, boxes ::3
stalls 50c.
nﬁa; of those interested in the work
umane society tomorrow at 4
m., in the office of c.oA.)ﬁlht.GfO"
Youngerman block, 3
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