Guided Reading Exercise

Chapter 8—Europe in the Early Middle Ages, 600–1000
· How did the events and developments of the early Middle Ages contribute to the emergence of Western civilization? 
Download and save this document so you can return to it to take notes and later use it for studying. As you read the chapter, fill in the chart below to remind you of the most important developments of the early Middle Ages. For each development included below, note both details of the development and its consequences. If you copy and paste from the text, make sure to put quotation marks around the copied material; however, if you can think of a way to put it into your own words, you should do so. 
	
	Details
	Consequences

	The Spread of Islam
	· 
	· 

	Charlemagne's Imperial Conquests
	· 
	· 

	The Christianization of Europe
	· 
	· 

	The Carolingian Renaissance
	· 
	· 

	Political Decentralization
	· 
	· 

	The Emergence of Manorialism and Serfdom
	· 
	· 


After you have read the chapter, use your notes to compose an essay that answers the question:
· How did the events and developments of the early Middle Ages contribute to the emergence of Western civilization? 
Be sure to include an opening, introductory paragraph in which you state your thesis. Then use the body of your essay to provide evidence from the chapter to support that thesis. End by writing a clear conclusion to your essay.

