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and manuals; Wikiquote, an online “book” of quotations; Wikispecies, a
cyber-directory of species; and, of course, Wikinews, the free-content
news source that you can write and upload yourself.

Wikipedia, though, is not all sweetness and light, and it does not al-
ways control itself. When the people can upload their own encyclope-
dia, lots of things can happen, and not all of them good. Your enemies
can use it as a global poster board to smear your name if they want, and
it can take time to sort out. John Seigenthaler Sr., the founding editor-
ial director of USA Today and founder of the Freedom Forum First
Amendment Center at Vanderbilt University, woke up one morning
and found his bio on Wikipedia as follows: “John Seigenthaler Sr. was
the assistant to Attorney General Robert Kennedy in the early 1960’s.
For a brief time, he was thought to have been directly involved in the
Kennedy assassinations of both John, and his brother, Bobby. Nothing
was ever proven.”

¢ was not amused. That bio entry was being read and repeated a

my son,fohn Seigenthaler, journalist with NBC News, phdqed
later 46 say he found the same scurrilous text on Reference.cod
aprd Answers.com.



rgoldberg
Line

rgoldberg
Line


