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VISUALIZING A NARRATIVE: 
A GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Seeing the content and structure of an essay in simplified, visual form can help you 
analyze a reading, recall key events as you generate ideas for an essay, and structure your 
own writing. The graphic organizer in Figure 12.1 diagrams the basic structure of a 
narrative. You can use this graphic organizer as a basic model of a narrative, but keep in 
mind that narrative essays vary widely in organization and therefore may lack one or 
more of the elements included in the model.

For more on creating a graphic 
organizer, see pp. 52–53.

FIGURE 12.1 Graphic Organizer for a Narrative Essay
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* The thesis may be stated directly at the beginning or at the end of a narrative, or it may be implied.
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