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ANALYZING THE WRITER’S TECHNIQUE
 1. Thesis In your own words, restate LeMieux’s thesis.
 2. Details Why does the author include the detail that he bedded down for the night 

in	his	car,	parked	in	the	church	parking	lot?
 3. Patterns of Development What other patterns of development does the author 

use?	Provide	examples	of	two,	and	explain	how	they	contribute	to	the	narrative.

VISUALIZING THE READING
Record below two or three particularly effective examples of each characteristic of nar-
rative that LeMieux uses in “The Lady in Red.”

Narrative Characteristic Examples (Paragraph Number)

Dialogue

Sensory details

Action

Sequence of events

Tension

THINKING CRITICALLY AbOUT NARRATION
 1. Tone Describe the tone of LeMieux’s essay. Highlight key phrases that reveal his 

attitude toward begging.
 2. Connotation What	connotation	does	the	phrase	“down	on	my	luck”	(para.	9)	have?
 3. Inference What	can	be	inferred	about	the	health	of	the	lady	in	red?	What	details	

allow	you	to	draw	this	inference?
 4. Fact or Opinion In paragraph 3, is the author’s statement about begging fact or 

opinion?
 5. Discussion Discuss why LeMieux includes the detail that the lady in red wore a 

“big brooch of an angel pinned to her lapel.”
 6. Climax What	is	the	climax	of	the	story?	How	is	the	tension	resolved?

RESPONDING TO THE READING
 1. Reaction How	do	you	think	LeMieux	was	changed	by	his	experience?
 2. Journal Using information from the essay, write a journal entry in which you ana-

lyze	the	lady	in	red.	Who	is	she?	What	kind	of	illness	might	she	have?	What	kind	of	
life	might	she	have	 led	before	and	after	her	encounter	with	LeMieux?	What	evi-
dence	from	the	essay	helps	create	this	impression?

 3. Discussion Imagine you have no option but to become a beggar. Discuss the strat-
egies you would use to convince people to give you money.

 4. Essay Write a narrative essay about a time you encountered a beggar. Describe the 
circumstances in which you encountered the beggar. Choose vocabulary with the 
correct connotation to convey your feelings toward the beggar. Use dialogue to 

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
ANALYZING THE WRITER’S 
TECHNIQUE
	1.	 LeMieux’s	thesis	is	in	para.	

27 and can be restated as, 
“I waited for God to send 
angels to me, but realized 
that I had to go looking for 
them.”

 2. Answers will vary.
	3.	 LeMieux	uses	description,	

illustration, and, to some 
extent, comparison and 
contrast (the upscale 
Central Market and the 
“down-market” store).

POSSIbLE ANSWERS: 
THINKING CRITICALLY 
AbOUT NARRATION
	1.	 LeMieux’s	tone	is	weary	and	

dejected at the beginning, 
turning to surprised and 
grateful at the end. Two 
sentences that highlight 
his attitude toward begging 
are “I had always given, 
knowing all along that 
their tales were suspect” 
(para. 1) and “I turned my 
back to her and hid behind 
a pillar” (para. 18).

 2. The clichéd phrase “down 
on my luck,” connoting 
that a person’s social 
and financial situation 
are due only to luck, 
reflects	LeMieux’s	and	
others’ attitude toward 
beggars — that their “tales 
[are] suspect.”

 3. The description of her 
cough (para. 23) and 
the phrase, “It’s going 
to be the death of me,” 
suggest that the woman 
is seriously ill, though she 
may not know it yet.

 4. Opinion — for some, 
begging may be easier 
than selling advertising.

 5. Answers will vary, but the 
angel brooch ties in with 
the author’s thesis of 
finding an angel.

 6. The climax happens in 
paragraphs 25 and 26 
when the woman puts her 
hand	on	LeMieux’s	and	
says that she will see 
him in heaven and when 
he realizes she has given 
him a lot of money. The 
tension is resolved in 
paragraphs 27 through 29 
as	LeMieux	reflects	on	the	
woman’s gift.
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