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 Evaluate your draft and revise as necessary.*8
Use Figure 13.3, “Flowchart for Revising a Descriptive Essay,” to help you discover the strengths 
and weaknesses of your descriptive essay.
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 Edit and proofread your essay.9
Refer to Chapter 10 for help with . . .
•	editing sentences to avoid wordiness, making your verb choices strong and active, and making 

your sentences clear, varied, and parallel.
•	editing words for tone and diction, connotation, and concrete and specific language.

Pay particular attention to the punctuation of adjectives:
1. Use a comma between coordinate adjectives that are not joined by and.

•	Singh was a confident, skilled pianist.
 Coordinate adjectives are a series of adjectives whose order can be changed (skilled, confident 

pianist or confident, skilled pianist).
2. Do not use commas between cumulative adjectives whose order cannot be changed.

•	Two frightened brown eyes peered at us from under the sofa.
 You would not write frightened two brown eyes.
3. Use a hyphen to connect two words that work together as an adjective before a noun unless the 

first word is an adverb ending in -ly.
•	well-used book
•	 foil-wrapped pizza
•	perfectly thrown pass

1.  Without looking at your essay, state the domi-
nant impression in a sentence. Then   highlight   
the sentences in the essay that express the 
dominant impression. Do these sentences 
successfully convey the impression?

YES

NO

•	 Reread	your	essay.	Make	a	list	of	the		different	
impressions it conveys.

•	 Choose	one	impression	that	you	have	the	
most to say about, and brainstorm to develop 
additional details that  support it.

QUESTIONS REVISION STRATEGIES

FIGURE 13.3  Flowchart for Revising a Descriptive Essay

(continued on next page)

*After students revise and edit their essays independently, set aside a class period for peer review. Have students work in small groups to look for and 
correct problems with adjectives.
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(Figure 13.3 continued)

YES

YES

YES

5.  Write a brief outline showing how you have 
organized your details. Is it clear from your 
essay how the details are organized?

NO

•	 Rearrange	your	details	in	a	different	order.	
Experiment to see which works best.

•	 Add	transitions	where	necessary	to		connect	
your ideas.

6. Underline the topic sentence of each para-
graph. Compare the sensory details (✔) to 
the topic sentence. Does the topic sentence 
make clear what the paragraph is describing?

•	 Revise	so	that	each	paragraph	has	a	clear	
topic sentence and supporting details clearly 
relate to the topic sentence.

NO

7.  Reread your introduction and conclusion. Is 
each effective?

•	 Revise	your	introduction	and	conclusion	so	
that they meet the guidelines in Chapter 7.

NO

QUESTIONS REVISION STRATEGIES

YES

YES

2. Place a ✔ by each sensory detail. Does each 
detail support your  dominant impression?

•	 Eliminate	irrelevant	sensory	details.NO

3.  Review the sensory details you have ✔’d. Is 
your language vivid enough to help readers 
visualize the topic? Are the connotations of 
your language appropriate?

•	 Brainstorm	additional		sensory	details.
•	 Replace	passive	verbs	with	active	ones.	
•	 Vary	your	sentences.
•	 Replace	words	with	inappropriate	connota-

tions with words that better support your 
dominant impression.

NO

•	 Eliminate	clichés.
•	 Brainstorm	fresh	comparisons.
•	 Instead	of	writing,	try	speaking	to	a	friend.

4. [Bracket] each comparison — simile, 
metaphor, and analogy. Is each fresh and 
effective?

NO
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