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sun is streaming through the window, my trailer shakes each time a truck loaded with 
live chickens passes, and my neighbor’s roosters are engaged with a dog in some sort 
of noise competition. I can’t be bothered; I fall asleep instantly.

EXAMINING THE READING
1. Reasons Why does Thompson mention and describe the two posters in paragraph 

22? What is the significance of the poster describing the food?
2. Details In paragraph 8, Thompson mentions stacking lettuce boxes. How would 

he know about this job?
3. Reasons Why is the IQF a good place to work?
4. Details What erroneous assumption does the author make about the woman of

whom he asks directions to the break room (para. 12)? Why did he assume this
about her?

5. Vocabulary Explain the meaning of each of the following words or phrases as it is 
used in the reading: deranged (para. 1), clandestine (1), lair (2), gaunt face (5), and 
pronouncement (24). Refer to a dictionary as needed.

ANALYZING THE WRITER’S TECHNIQUE
1. Dominant Impression What dominant impression does Thompson convey in 

this essay? Is it stated or implied? Explain your answers.
2. Title What is the significance of the essay’s title?
3. Descriptive Language How does Thompson’s descriptive language allow you to 

understand and picture the processing floor (para. 3)? What words and phrases are 
most descriptive in this section?

4. Patterns What patterns other than description does Thompson use in this essay? 
What purposes do they serve?

VISUALIZING THE READING
Thompson conveys information about his job and surroundings by using many of the 
characteristics of descriptive essays. Analyze his use of these characteristics by complet-
ing the following chart. Give several examples for each type of characteristic used, 
including the paragraph numbers for reference. The first one has been done for you.

Descriptive Characteristic Examples

Active verbs 1. “workers scurry around” (para. 2)
2. “I’ve pushed through a swinging door” (14)

Sensory details (sound, 
smell, touch, sight, taste)

3.

Varied sentences 4.

Comparisons 5.

Connotative language 6.

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —
EXAMINING THE READING
1. The posters illustrate the 

difference between the 
corporation’s expectations 
for its workers and 
the workers’ practical,
immediate interests. The 
flyer listing the menu 
item “taco soup” could 
be meant to illustrate the 
corporation’s presumption 
that its migrant workers 
eat tacos or to emphasize 
that the workers are more 
interested in eating than in 
being inspired by corporate 
jargon.

2. Thompson mentions 
being moved from one 
department to another,
so he must have worked 
the day before stacking 
lettuce.

3. The IQF is considered 
the best place to work 
because the machines 
there frequently break 
down, allowing the workers 
a break.

4. Thompson assumes the 
woman speaks Spanish 
because she is near 
a group of immigrant 
workers.

5. Deranged: insane; 
clandestine: secret; lair: a 
wild animal’s den; gaunt 
face: a face that is thin 
because of age or illness; 
pronouncement: a formal 
or official announcement.

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
ANALYZING THE WRITER’S 
TECHNIQUE
1. The implied dominant 

impression is that low-paid 
manual labor is exhausting 
and dehumanizing.

2. The use of another 
language as a primary 
language in a U.S. factory 
underscores the use of 
immigrant labor.

3. Thompson uses dialogue 
to let us picture how the 
workers interact with 
each other and with their 
tasks, and he takes 
readers through the space, 
describing the areas as he 
moves into them.

4. Thompson uses narration 
(so readers can empathize 
with the workers) and 
definition (so readers can 
understand the work).
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