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Rambos of the Road
MARTIN GOTTFRIEd

Martin Gottfried has been a drama critic for such publications as the New York Post and New 
York magazine. He has also written several books, including biographies of Stephen Sond-
heim, Arthur Miller, and Angela Lansbury. This essay was first published in Newsweek, the 
weekly news magazine, in 1986. As you read the selection, notice where Gottfried employs 
compelling examples to support his thesis and highlight those you find particularly striking. 
Figure 14.2, a graphic organizer for “Rambos of the Road,” appears on p. 309. Read the 
illustration essay first, and then study the graphic organizer. What parts of the reading are 
included in the graphic organizer and why?

The car pulled up and its driver glared at us with such sullen intensity, such hatred, 
that I was truly afraid for our lives. Except for the Mohawk haircut he didn’t have, 
he looked like Robert De Niro in Taxi Driver, the sort of young man who, delirious for 
notoriety, might kill a president.

He was glaring because we had passed him and for that affront he pursued us to 
the next stoplight so as to express his indignation and affirm his masculinity. I was 
with two women and, believe it, was afraid for all three of us. It was nearly midnight 
and we were in a small, sleeping town with no other cars on the road.

When the light turned green, I raced ahead, knowing it was foolish and that I was 
not in a movie. He didn’t merely follow, he chased, and with his headlights turned off. 

PREREAdING QUESTIONS
What experiences have you 
had with overly aggressive 
drivers? Who is Rambo, and 
why might this character be 
used in the title?

The writer supports his 
thesis, stated in the opening 
sentence of par. 5, with 
examples of the car driver’s 
expression	(1),	the	New	York	
taxi	driver	quote	(6),	and	the	
extended narrative of the 
incident involving the enraged 
car driver and belligerent bus 
driver	(8–10).	The	conclusion	
reinforces the thesis, 
extending it to include the 
concept that passive drivers 
who accept others’ road rage 
play a role in its continuance.
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FIGURE 14.1 Graphic Organizer for an Illustration Essay

*In some essays, the thesis statement may be implied or may appear in a different position.
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