
S H E R R Y  T U R K L E | A L O N E  T O G E T H E R  327

Technology reshapes the landscape of our emotional lives, but is it offering us the 
lives we want to lead? Many roboticists are enthusiastic about having robots tend to 
our children and our aging parents, for instance. Are these psychologically, socially, 
and ethically acceptable propositions? What are our responsibilities here? And are we 
comfortable with virtual environments that propose themselves not as places for recre-
ation but as new worlds to live in? What do we have, now that we have what we say 
we want— now that we have what technology makes easy? This is the time to begin 
these conversations, together. It is too late to leave the future to the futurists.

EXAMINING THE REAdING
1. Reasons Explain why text messaging has become the “connection of choice” and 

how people can be “alone together.”
2. Disadvantages What are some of the disadvantages of constant connection?
3. Explanation How have today’s teenagers become “confused about companion-

ship”?
4. Vocabulary Explain the meaning of each of the following words as it is used in 

the reading: surreptitious (par. 2), titrate (6), intrusive (9), predicated (11), and prop-
ositions (13).

ANALYZING THE WRITER’S TECHNIQUE
1. Thesis Express Turkle’s thesis in your own words. Is it stated directly in the essay 

or only implied?
2. Emotional Impact Turkle uses a powerful example in paragraph 2. How does 

this example help convey Turkle’s main point?
3. Audience What audience do you think Turkle is addressing in this selection? 

How do her examples address this audience?

VISUALIZING THE REAdING
Turkle uses cause and effect in addition to illustration in her essay. Use the chart below 
to identify the causes and effects discussed in each paragraph listed. The first one has 
been done for you.

Paragraph Number Cause or Effect discussed

Paragraph 2 Multitasking may cause a person to disengage from the 
person with whom he or she is communicating.

Paragraph 4

Paragraph 5

Paragraph 7

13 POSSIbLE ANSWERS —
EXAMINING THE REAdING
1. Because it allows people 

to make better use of their 
time	(par.	6),	to	avoid face-
to-face	contact	(7),	and	
to maintain just the right 
amount	of	control	(8)

2.	 Loss	of	intimacy	(8),	
“end of a certain public 
etiquette”	(9),	“a	new set	
of	insecurities”	(11),	and	
“lower expectations” for 
relationships	(11)

3. Constant connection 
makes it difficult for people 
to distinguish between real 
and false companionship.

4. Surreptitious: secret, 
usually in an underhanded 
way; titrate: measure 
exactly; intrusive: pushy 
and interfering; predicated: 
based on; propositions: 
proposals to be considered

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —
ANALYZING THE WRITER’S 
TECHNIQUE
1. Turkle’s directly stated

thesis is a multilayered one
and can be found in more 
than one place: in par. 
11, where she writes that
“[young people] come to 
accept lower expectations
for connection”; in par. 12,
where she writes that we
now equate “online life as 
life itself”; and in par. 13,
where she begins with a 
rhetorical question — as a 
statement, that question
asserts that technology 
does not offer us the lives 
we want.

2. The example of Ellen’s 
Skype calls to her 
grandmother shows that 
despite Ellen’s desire to 
communicate meaningfully, 
she succumbs to 
multitasking, which harms 
her relationship with her 
grandmother.
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