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ANALyZING ThE WRITER’s TEChNIqUE
1. Thesis Highlight Zuger’s thesis, and evaluate its placement.
2. Points of Comparison Identify the points of comparison on which the essay is 

based.
3. Patterns What other patterns of development does the author use? Give one exam-

ple, and explain how it contributes to the essay.
4. Organization Evaluate the effectiveness of the point-by-point organization. How 

would the essay differ if it had been written using a subject-by-subject 
organization?

5. Conclusion Evaluate the essay’s conclusion. How does it reflect the thesis and 
organization of the essay?

VIsUALIZING ThE READING
Analyze Zuger’s use of point-by-point organization by listing in the box below the 
points of comparison she uses. The first one has been done for you. Add additional 
rows to the box as needed.

Points of Comparison The Man The Woman

Organizational styles Efficient (Palm Pilot) Disorganized (overstuffed 
pockets and notebook)

ThINkING CRITICALLy ABOUT TExT
1. Bias In her final sentence, Zuger reveals a bias toward one of the models of medical 

internship she is comparing. Is this bias apparent anywhere else? Explain.
2. Language What is the connotation of “nurses’ work” (para. 4)?
3. Sources What other types of sources and information could the author have 

included to make this essay more comprehensive?

2. Points of comparison include
the interns’ organizational 
styles, hours, and levels of 
commitment. An underlying 
contrast is the personality 
difference between the male
and the female intern.

3. Other rhetorical patterns 
include personal narrative 
(1, 6, 12), description (2–5),
and argument (8–12).

4. In a subject-by-subject
organization, the contrasts
between the interns would 
seem less clear and 
effective.

5. The conclusion addresses 
the contrasts yet speculates 
with a sense of nostalgia 
about the possible loss 
of the caring doctor in the 
future, inviting the reader to 
engage in similar reflection.

POssIBLE ANsWERs —
ANALyZING ThE WRITER’s
TEChNIqUE
1. Thesis: “My month . . .  

individual work ethic” 
(para. 12). The placement 
of the thesis at the end 
builds interest. Because 
evidence for the thesis is 
provided before it is stated,
readers are more likely to 
accept it, having already 
observed the interns’ con-
trasting work ethics.

POssIBLE ANsWERs —  
ThINkING CRITICALLy 
ABOUT ThE TExT
1. Zuger’s bias (“let us hope

that the medicine of the 
future still has room for 
people like her”) is not
revealed elsewhere because 
she might want us to weigh 
the pros and cons of each 
approach to doctoring for 
ourselves or might not want
us to see her as emotional.

2. The phrase “nurse’s work” 
implies simpler, more 
defined, more clerical,
or more lab- or patient-
centered activities that 
the doctor is not expected 
to do.

3. The essay would have been 
more comprehensive if it 
had included more data; 
however, Zuger keeps the 
focus overall on the con-
trasting work ethics of the 
interns.
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