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but since I won’t be able to operate because of my accident, I’ll have to major in English,
and this course is more important than ever to me.” She did come to the next class,
wearing— as evidence of her recent trauma— a bedraggled Ace bandage on her left hand.

You may be thinking that nothing could top that excuse, but in fact I have one more 
story, provided by the same student, who sent me a letter to explain why her final assign-
ment would be late. While recuperating from her surgery, she had begun corresponding on
the Internet with a man who lived in Germany. After a one-week, whirlwind Web romance,
they had agreed to meet in Rome, to rendezvous (her phrase) at the papal Easter Mass. 
Regrettably, the time of her flight made it impossible for her to attend class, but she
trusted that I — just this once— would accept late work if the pope wrote a note.

EXAMINING THE READING
1. Categories Identify the categories of student excuses that Segal identifies.
2. Examples Do some	student	excuses turn	out	to	be	legitimate?	Give	an	example	from

the reading.
3. Details What obvious mistake was made by the student who offered the chain-saw 

excuse?
4. Vocabulary Explain the meaning of each of the following words as it is used in the 

reading: bizarre (para. 1), veracity (2), conjures (3), motifs (5), and harp (9). Refer to 
your dictionary as needed.

Category Types of Support

1. The Family  Examples (death of grandmother/grandfather) 

Quotations

2. The Best Friend

3. The Evils of Dorm Life

4. The Evils of Technology

5. The Totally Bizarre

ANALYZING THE WRITER’S TECHNIQUE
1. Strategy Is it	helpful	or	unnecessary	for	Segal to	list	her	five categories	in	her	thesis?
2. Title What	is	the	function	of	the	essay’s	title?
3. Audience Who	is	Segal’s audience?	How	can	you tell?
4. Patterns What	other	patterns	of	development does	Segal use	in	the	essay?

10POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
EXAMINING THE READING
1. The categories are: the 

family, the best friend, the 
evils of dorm life, the evils 
of technology, and the 
totally bizarre.

2. Yes. The information that 
came out in court revealed 
the student who claimed 
to have been the victim of 
a hammer attack had told 
the truth (para. 6).

3. She wrapped the wrong 
hand and used an Ace 
bandage designed for 
sprains.

4. Bizarre: very strange and 
unusual; veracity: truthful-
ness; conjures: brings to 
mind; motifs: recurring 
themes; harp: to nag.

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
ANALYZING THE WRITER’S 
TECHNIQUE
1. Specifying the categories 

in the thesis gives readers 
an overview of the territory 
she will cover.

2. The title establishes a 
humorous tone and high-
lights the subject of the 
essay.

3. Her audience is composed 
of academics who read the 
Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion. Note that her audi-
ence expanded to include 
students when the essay 
was reprinted.

4. Segal uses illustration, 
narration, and process 
analysis to supplement 
classification.
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