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READING

Dude, Do You Know What You Just Said?
MIKE CRISSEY

Mike Crissey is a staff writer for the Associated Press. The following article, which appeared 
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on December 8, 2004, is based on research done by Scott 
Kiesling, a professor of linguistics at the University of Pittsburgh. Kiesling’s work focuses on 
the relationship between language and identity, particularly in the contexts of gender, ethnic-
ity, and class. As you read, notice how the writer uses a combination of expert testimony, 
anecdotal evidence, and personal observations to support his main point.

Dude, you’ve got to read this. A University of Pittsburgh linguist has published 
a scholarly paper deconstructing and deciphering dude, the bane of parents and 
teachers, which has become as universal as like and another vulgar four-letter favorite. 

PREREADING QUESTIONS
How might you use the term 
dude? Whom would you 
address or describe as a 
dude?
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FIGURE 18.1 Graphic Organizer for an Extended Definition Essay
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•	 Introduces	the	term
•	 Provides	background	information
•	 	Thesis	statement:	gives	standard	definition	

and	reveals	the	importance	or	significance	
of the term

bODY (USES ONE OR MORE 
PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT)

INTRODUCTION

•	 Refers	back	to	thesis
•	 Draws	essay	to	a	satisfying	close

CONCLUSION

TITLE

COLLAbORATION
(20 min.) Have students work 
in small groups to narrow 
topics and define terms. Have 
1 student in each group call 
out terms associated with 2 of 
the broad topics, and have the 
group agree on which terms 
to define. Have the groups 
next develop a standard defi-
nition for each term. Finally, 
ask each group member to 
comment on possible miscon-
ceptions and suggest ideas 
about using negation.
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