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2. Thesis Restate Shire’s thesis in your own words. How effective is it as the thesis of an
extended	definition	essay?	If you were	revising her	thesis,	how might	you change	it?

3. Introduction Does the introduction provide all the background information you 
need	to	understand	the	essay?	If not,	what	else	should	the	author	have included?

4. Conclusion Is the	essay’s	conclusion	satisfying?	Why	or	why	not?

VISUALIZING THE READING
Identify other patterns of development Shire uses in the essay. Complete the following 
chart by listing the pattern and providing an example of how each pattern is used.

Pattern of Development Examples

Comparison-contrast Dating for neuro-typical people vs. people on the 
autism spectrum (first date in a bar, para. 5; 
perceptions of flirting, 14; fear of rejection, 9, 21), 
men on the autism spectrum versus women on the 
autism spectrum (15–17) 

Illustration

Definition

Process analysis

Illustration

FIGURE 18.4 Percentage of Children (Aged 6–17), Whose Parent(s) Report a Diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder. Source: CDC/NCHS, National Survey of Children’s Health, 2007 and 
2001–2012.
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do not have the same desire
for love; they just may not
know how to find it.” It could
be restated as, “People on 
the autism spectrum have
the same need for love that
neuro-typical people have,
but they may need help to 
learn how to find it.”

3. The first two paragraphs 
present a light, personal 
story about a popular 
figure. This introduction 
does not provide much
background information, but
students might find that it 
sufficiently establishes the 
topic and context.

4. The conclusion provides 
some closure for the 
opening story, so it frames 
the essay neatly.
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