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VISUALIZING CAUSE-AND-EFFECT ESSAYS:  
THREE GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

The graphic organizers in Figures 19.1 through 19.3 show the basic organization of 
three types of causal-analysis essays.

•	 Figure	19.1	shows	the	organization	of	an	essay	that	examines	either	causes	or 
effects.

•	 Figure	19.2	shows	the	organization	of	an	essay	that	examines	a	chain	of	causes	
and effects.

•	 Figure	19.3	shows	two	possible	arrangements	for	an	essay	that	focuses	on	
multiple causes and effects.

All three types of causal analyses include an introduction (which identifies the event, 
provides background information, and states a thesis) as well as a conclusion. Notice in 
Figures 19.2 and 19.3 that causes are presented before effects. Although this is the typi-
cal arrangement, writers sometimes use the reverse organization, discussing effects first 
and then causes to create a sense of drama or surprise.

For	more	on	creating	a	graphic	
organizer, see pp. 52–53.

FIGURE 19.1 Graphic Organizer for an Essay 
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