
1.    Highlight   your thesis. Does it express a qual-
ified, manageable assertion? (Can you prove 
your thesis?)

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

•	 Use	a	branching	diagram	to	narrow	your	topic	
(see Chapter 5, pp. 101–02).

•	 Revise	to	focus	on	only	primary	causes	or	
effects.

•	 Add	qualifying	words	or	phrases	to	your	thesis.

QUESTIONS REVISION STRATEGIES

FIGURE 19.5 Flowchart for Revising a Cause-and-Effect Essay

2. Place a ✔ by each cause. Mark an ✘ by 
each effect. Does your  essay clearly focus on 
causes, effects, or both?

•	 Reconsider	whether	you	want	to	explain	
causes, effects, or both. Will the essay be 
skimpy if you focus on only one? Will it be too 
long or too complicated if you discuss both?

NO

3.  Place [brackets] around the explanation for 
each cause or effect. Is each explained fully?

•	 Add	anecdotes	or	observations	from	personal	
experience or other details and examples.

•	 Do	research	to	locate	facts,	research	studies,	
statistics, and expert opinions.

NO

•	 Choose	a	different	order	if	necessary.
•	 Rearrange	your	causes,	effects,	or	both.

4. Write the method of organization (chronolog-
ical, least-to-most, or most-to-least) you used 
at the top of your essay. Is it clear and effec-
tive? Do your ideas progress logically?

NO

•	 Brainstorm	popular	ideas	readers	might	
assume about your topic and either  support 
or challenge them.

5. Circle any sections where you have recognized 
readers’ assumptions and either supported or 
challenged them. Have you identified all likely 
preconceptions?

NO

(continued on next page)
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(Figure 19.5 continued)

6.  Underline each topic sentence. Is each para-
graph focused on a separate cause or effect?

YES

NO

•	 Be	sure	each	paragraph	has	a	topic		sentence	
and supporting details (see Chapter 7).

•	 Consider	combining	closely	related	
paragraphs.

•	 Split	paragraphs	that	cover	more	than	one	
cause or effect.

7. Reread	your	introduction	and	conclusion.	Are	
they	effective?

•	 Revise	your	introduction	and	conclusion	so	
that	they	meet	the	guidelines	presented	in	
Chapter 7 (pp. 146–51).

NO
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REAdINGS: CAUSE ANd EffECT IN ACTION
STUdENTS WRITE

Is Sharing Files Online Killing Music?
JONATHAN AdAmCzAk

Jonathan	Adamczak	was	asked	to	write	a	cause-and-effect	essay	that	identified	the	causes,	
effects,	 or	 both	 causes	 and	 effects	 related	 to	 a	 phenomenon	 that	 interested	 him.	 He	
decided	to	examine	how	file	sharing	had	affected	the	music	business	in	the	United	States.	
As	you	read	the	essay,	notice	how	he	carefully	presents	both	positive	and	negative	effects.	
Highlight	the	effects	he	cites	and	indicate	which	effects	are	negative	and	which	are	positive.

Title:	Identifies	cause	and	
effect

PREREAdING QUESTIONS
What	devices	do	you	use	
to	listen	to	music?	To	what	
extent	do	you	read	the	“Terms	
of	Service”	when	you	purchase	
devices,	music,	or	apps?

The ways that humans have created and shared music have evolved 

throughout history in drastic ways. From prehistoric instruments and folk 

songs to vinyl records, international concert tours, and mp3 devices, music 

and musical performance have gone through many forms in order to adapt 

to human innovations. Perhaps the innovation with the strongest impact 

on music has been the advent of the Internet.   The Digital Age has made 

certain aspects of pursuing a musical career much more difficult, while 

1

Introduction:	Provides	back-
ground,	chronicling	past	
innovations.	Concludes	
with		thesis	statement,	which	
identifies	a	single	cause	and	
multiple	effects,	and	suggests	
organization
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