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The following worksheet can help you evaluate the relevance and reliability of 
sources.

WoRKsHEET: EvAluATing souRCEs

Title:

Author:

Author’s qualifications or experience:

Publication information (journal, volume, issue; publisher, URL/DOI):

Month, date, and year of publication:

Is this source up-to-date? o yes o no

Type of source: o primary
o book
o scholarly work

o secondary
o article
o reference work

o multimedia  
(specify: __________)
o popular source

Is the source appropriate for your audience?  o yes o no

Does the source have a good reputation? o yes o no

Does the source exhibit bias? o yes o no

What evidence do you have that the source is biased?

________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________

Are opinions clearly stated as such? o yes o no

What is the purpose of the source?

Who publishes the source?

What are the publisher’s goals?

Are the visual aids included with the source useful and credible? o yes o no

Is the source professionally presented and edited? o yes o no

Does the source contain any factual errors? o yes o no

Does the source provide documentation for all of its cited sources, either within 
the text or in a Works Cited/References section (or both)? o yes o no

Are there any hints that information has been omitted? o yes o no

If yes, describe: __________________________________________
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