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WORKING WITH SOURCES: EvALUATING 
YOUR NOTES ANd SYNTHESIzING

Before	you	begin	drafting,	you’ll	need	to	make	sense	of	the	information	you’ve	gathered	
by	synthesizing	information	and	ideas.	Synthesis means “a pulling together of informa-
tion	to	form	a	new	idea	or	point.”	You	synthesize	information	every	day.	For	example,	
after you watch a preview of a movie, talk with friends who have seen the film, and read 
a review of it, you then pull together the information you have acquired and come up 
with	your	own	idea	—	that	the	movie	is	your	cup	of	tea,	or	that	you	will	probably	not	
like it.

You	often	synthesize	information	for	your	college	courses.	In	a	biology	course,	for	
instance, you might evaluate your own lab results, those of your classmates, and the 
data in your textbook or another reference source to reach a conclusion about a particu-
lar experiment.

Synthesis	involves	putting	ideas	together	to	see	how	they	agree,	disagree,	or	other-
wise relate to one another. When working with sources, ask yourself the following 
questions.

•	 Do	my	sources	reinforce	or	contradict	one	another?
•	 How	do	their	claims	and	lines	of	reasoning	compare?
•	 Do	they	make	similar	or	dissimilar	assumptions	and	generalizations?
•	 Is	their	evidence	alike	in	any	way?

Before	you	begin	the	synthesis	process,	however,	you	must	evaluate	the	sources	you’ve	
consulted in terms of how well they suit your purposes and audience.
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