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Use the worksheet below to guide your analysis of short stories.

WORkSHEET FOR ANALYZING SHORT STORIES

Author:

Title:

Publisher:

Year of Publication:

Setting: Time
1. In what general time period (century or decade) does the story take place?
2. What major events (wars, revolutions, famines, political or cultural movements) 

occurred during that time, and what bearing might they have on the story?

Setting: Place
1. In what geographic area does the story take place? (Try to identify the country 

and the city or town, as well as whether the area is an urban or rural one.)
2. Where does the action occur? (For example, does it occur on a battlefield, in a 

living room, or on a city street?)
3. Why is the place important? (Why couldn’t the story occur elsewhere?)

Characters
1. Who are the main characters in the story?
2. What are the distinguishing qualities and characteristics of each character?
3. Why do you like or dislike each character?
4. How and why do characters change (or not change) as the story progresses?

Point of View
1. Is the narrator a character in the story or strictly an observer?
2. Is the narrator knowledgeable about the motives, feelings, and behavior of any 

or all of the characters?
3. Does the narrator affect what happens in the story? If so, how? What role 

does the narrator play?

Plot
1. What series of events occurs? Summarize the action.
2. What is the conflict? Why does it occur? How does it build to a climax?
3. How is the conflict resolved?
4. Is the outcome satisfying? Why or why not?

Theme
1. What is the theme? What broad statement about life or the human experience 

does the story suggest?
2. What evidence from the story supports your interpretation of the theme?
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