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Record your responses in the chart below.

Age of 
Respondent Desired Superpower Proposed Use of Superpower

In class, join a small group of your peers to combine your charts and analyze the 
responses. Does your group’s chart reveal any trends? Be prepared to share your results 
and any trends you noticed with the rest of the class.

ANALYzE STUDENT ESSAYS
Helping other students improve their writing — by participating actively in peer review 
or by analyzing the model essays in this book — will better equip you to analyze and 
improve your own writing. (The student essays in this book are reasonably good mod-
els, but they are not perfect.) Use the following suggestions when reading student 
essays, either in this book or when working with classmates:

•	 Read	the	essay	several	times.	 During your first reading, concentrate on the 
writer’s message. Then reread the essay as many times as necessary to analyze 
its writing features. For example, first identify the writer’s thesis statement and 
notice how the writer supports the thesis, and then look at the language used to 
create a particular impression.

•	 Annotate	the	essay	as	you	read.	 Use a pen or pencil, or use the Comment 
feature in your word-processing software.

•	 Use	graphic	organizers	to	grasp	the	essay’s	method	of	organization.	 Each 
chapter in Part 3 of this book presents the characteristics of a particular method 
of organization (such as narration, description, comparison-contrast, and defi-
nition) and provides one or more graphic organizers for each pattern. Identify 
which method of organization the writer has chosen, and compare the essay to 
the graphic organizer, noticing whether the essay contains each element.

•	 Focus	on	techniques.	 Each chapter in Part 3 of this book offers specific tech-
niques and suggestions for writing a particular type of essay. Review these tech-
niques and observe how the writer applies them.
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