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FIGURE 6.2	 A	Worksheet	for	Collecting	Evidence

Purpose:	

Audience:	

Point	of	View:	

Thesis	Statement:	

TYPE OF EVIDENCE ACTUAL EVIDENCE

Definitions

Narrative story

Examples

Problems

Statistics

Quotations

Advantages and disadvantages

Comparison and contrast

Classification

Causes or effects

Descriptive details

Factual details

Explanation of a process

Historical background

COLLAbORATION
(30 min.) To demonstrate the 
difference between thesis and 
evidence, hold an informal 
debate. Choose a thesis with 
two clearly defined opposing 
positions (such as the right of 
states to require motorists to 
wear seat belts). Divide the 
class into two groups — one 
for each position. The groups 
brainstorm a list of supporting 
evidence for their positions 
before carrying out the debate. 
Other debate topics could 
include marriage equality, 
legalization of marijuana, and 
climate change.

To illustrate why specific evi-
dence is better than general 
evidence, present examples of 
both and ask students which 
examples are more convincing 
and memorable. For example, 
compare “In the nineteenth 
century, immigrants had inad-
equate housing” with “Two or 
more immigrant families were 
often forced to share an apart-
ment and to sleep three to a 
bed.”
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