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ANALYZING THE WRITER’S TECHNIQUE
1. Thesis State the author’s thesis in your own words. Then, using the guidelines on 

pages 122-24, evaluate the effectiveness of the thesis.
2. Rhetorical Situation To what audience does Beato address this essay? What pur-

pose does the essay fulfill? How do you think the writing situation affects the 
author’s choice of evidence?

3. Support Cite one paragraph from the essay in which you think the author provides 
detailed, specific information. Explain why you chose that paragraph. Does it sup-
port the thesis? Why or why not?

VISUALIZING THE READING
In the chart below, supply an example of each type of evidence the author has used in 
the reading. The first one has been done for you.

Type of Evidence Example

Historical background Website parody of the DSM in 1995 included Internet 
addiction and 1996 McLean Hospital program for 
Internet addiction

Descriptive details

Statistics

Examples

Comparison and 
contrast

Quotations  

THINKING CRITICALLY AbOUT THE READING
1. Sources Evaluate the sources that Beato uses to support his thesis. Are they trust-

worthy and reliable?
2. Tone Describe the author’s tone. How does it affect your response to the reading? 
3. Opinion Identify at least one statement of opinion in paragraph 9. Does the 

author offer evidence to support the opinion?

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
ANALYZING THE WRITER’S 
TECHNIQUE
1. Sample thesis: “It is easy 

to mock, but Internet addic-
tion is long-standing and 
threatens our culture in 
many ways.” This thesis is 
an assertion; it is specific; 
it focuses on one central 
point; it avoids making 
an announcement; it is 
supportable.

2. Beato writes for a general, 
middle-aged audience with 
the purpose of illustrating 
the destructiveness of 
Internet addiction and thus 
uses news-like examples 
and expert testimony.

3. Answers will vary.

POSSIbLE ANSWERS —  
THINKING CRITICALLY
AbOUT THE READING
1. Many of Beato’s sources 

are trustworthy and
reliable — credible 
newspapers, a Harvard-
affiliated hospital, university 
research, as well as the 
APA’s diagnostic manual;
however, he also cites a 
Google search without 
naming his sources.

2. Realistic, gently mocking.
3. “On a pound-for-pound 

basis. . . .” He supports 
this idea with only a hypo-
thetical scenario (Steve
Jobs) and generalizations 
about the culture (“who 
. . . already doesn’t check
his email more often than 
necessary?”)

For more about connotation 
and tone, see Chapters 4 and 
10, pp. 81, 206–08; for more 
about distinguishing between 
facts and opinions, see 
Chapter 4, p. 78.
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