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write a thesis statement based on the ideas you generated. Compare your list with 
the lists of other groups in the class.

 3. In groups of two or three, examine the cartoon below. Together, come up with a 
one-sentence thesis statement (or punch line) that expresses the main point of the 
cartoon. Do not describe the cartoon: rather, convey the underlying message the 
cartoonist is trying to communicate — humorously, if you can. (To see the caption 
the cartoonist supplied, turn to the Acknowledgments page at the end of the book.)

Thesis/Punch line: ______________________________________________

 4. Connotation What is the connotation of the word junkies in paragraph 6? Identify 
at least four other words in the selection with strong positive or negative 
connotations.

 5. Evaluation How useful are the anecdotes in paragraphs 7 and 8 as evidence?

InterpretInG a GraphIc
 1. Meaning The text below the large pie chart on page 132 reports that “13% of teens 

show signs of Internet dependency,” and the pictogram says that “1 in 8 individuals 
may show signs of problematic use.” What is the difference between the terms 
dependency and problematic use?

 2. Source How reliable do the sources for this graphic seem? What other sources 
might you use for a paper on Internet dependency among teens?

respondInG to the readInG
 1. Audience How do you think this essay would change if the author wrote it for 

Parents magazine?
 2. Discussion Why do you think the number of people addicted to the Internet has 

actually lessened since 1998? What might it mean that the American Psychological 
Association is not ready to include Internet addiction in the DSM? What does this 
say about the disorder?

 3. Journal In your journal, write about ways you use the Internet that may not be 
healthy. How does it negatively affect your life? Do you feel it has more positive 
than negative effects on your life? Explain.

WorkInG toGether
 1. Imagine that you and a classmate are authors of an advice column for your college 

newspaper. Write a letter responding to a reader who asked for advice about kicking 
her Internet addiction. Working with your partner, draft a one-paragraph reply, 
suggesting steps the person can take to break free of her addiction. Be creative in 
your response. Be prepared to share your advice with the class.

 2. Working with two or three of your classmates, spend 5 to 10 minutes brainstorming 
a list of positive and negative effects of Internet use among college students. Then 

 4. Junkies in this case are 
Internet addicts; the con-
notation is negative. Other 
words with strong connota-
tions: narcotics (para. 1, 
negative), detox (2, posi-
tive), philanderers (5, nega-
tive), lurid (8, negative).

 5. The Cosette Rae informa-
tion, while secondhand, 
could be called expert tes-
timony; the Google search 
results should be specified 
to be considered credible 
sources.

possIBle ansWers —  
InterpretInG a GraphIc
 1. The difference is not 

defined, but the term 
“problematic use” is 
somewhat less serious 
than “dependency,” which 
indicates a stronger degree 
of reliance. 

 2. The sources —a well-
respected think tank and 
an article in a scholarly 
journal —seem highly reli-
able. (Of course, the data 
could have been taken out 
of context.) For a paper 
on Internet dependency, 
one might also include 
anecdotes about teens as 
well as a broader range of 
articles from scholarly jour-
nals and books.

possIBle ansWers —  
respondInG to the 
readInG
 1. If the author wrote this 

piece for Parents magazine, 
it would probably include 
less speculative and 
vague source material and 
include more expert testi-
mony. The tone would be 
more serious as well.

 2. Answers will vary.
 3. There may not be enough 

evidence yet to support 
its inclusion. The disorder 
is suspected but not yet 
proven to the satisfaction 
of the APA.

 4. Answers will vary.

possIBle ansWers —  
WorkInG toGether
1.–2. Answers will vary.
 3. After students have pro-

duced their captions, share 
the cartoonist’s original 
caption with them—“Class 
of 2008, never let the 
excuse ‘I can’t find my 
pants’ stand in the way of 
your dreams.”—and have 
them compare their punch 
lines with the cartoonist’s.
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