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STUDENTS WRITE
After	writing	her	first	draft,	which	appears	in	Chapter	7	(pp.	153-54),	Latrisha	Wilson	
used	the	guidelines	and	revision	flowcharts	in	this	chapter	to	guide	her	revision.	For	
example,	she	decided	that	she	needed	to	focus	more	on	how	communications	technolo-
gies	allow	greater	surveillance.	She	added	details	and	examples,	including	a	visual	to	
show	what	she	was	describing.

Wilson	asked	a	classmate	to	review	her	essay.	A	portion	of	his	comments	is	shown	
below.

RevieweR’s Comments

I	like	your	topic.	It’s	current	and	interesting,	but	maybe	your	thesis	could	be	
more	specific?	Maybe	it	should	focus	on	how	new	ways	of	communicating	put	us	
at	risk	of	surveillance?	Or	you	could	revise	your	intro	to	focus	on	whistleblowers	
(that’s	what	your	first	body	paragraph	talks	about),	but	you’d	need	to	add	a	lot	of	
information.	Since	I	have	a	gmail	account	and	a	Facebook	page,	I’d	like	to	know	
more	about	how	those	sites	use	our	personal	information	to	make	money,	and	
maybe	you	could	include	a	screenshot	of	a	gmail	page	to	show	where	the	ads	are.	
That	might	be	helpful	for	the	5	people	in	the	world	(like	the	teacher?)	who	don’t	
have	gmail	accounts.	The	only	other	thing	that	I	think	may	be	a	problem	is	the	
tone.	It’s	kind	of	casual	for	an	essay	for	class.	Maybe	you	could	make	your	tone	
more formal?

Using	her	own	analysis	and	her	classmate’s	 suggestions,	Wilson	created	a	graphic	
organizer	(Figure	9.6)	to	help	her	decide	how	to	revise	her	draft.	She	used	the	format	
for	an	illustration	essay	provided	in	Chapter	14	(p.	306).

To dramatize the effectiveness 
of lean prose, ask one student 
to read an original sentence 
from Wilson’s essay and 
another student to read the 
revised sentence. Discuss the 
effect of deleting unnecessary 
phrases. Refer to Chapter 10 
for more about editing sen-
tences and words.

FIGURE 9.6 Graphic Organizer for Latrisha Wilson’s Revision Plans

INTRODUCTION

THESIS

There	are	many	ways	to	talk.

•	 iPhones
•	 Skype
•	 Gmail

•	 Facebook
•	 Twitter
•	 Blogs

Digital	technologies	are	useful	but	
they	also	have	a	hidden	cost.	

These	new	digital	technologies	
are	incredibly	useful;	however,	
they	also	come	at	a	hidden	
cost	of	more	surveillance.

Add detail

•	Mention	Instagram	—	a	more	current	
form	of	digital	communication

Delete detail

•	 iPhone	—	recorded	conversations	and	
GPS	tracking

Add details

•	 Specify	communications	technologies	
(“digital”	too	broad)

•	 Mention	the	fact	that	these	services	are	
supposedly	free
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bODY ¶ 1

bODY ¶ 2

bODY ¶ 3

James	Bond	vs	surveillance	
computers

Edward	Snowden

•	Whistleblower
•	 Moving	from	airport	to	airport,	

Moscow	airport
•	 Aggressively	pursued	by	NSA

NSA

•	 Not	under	control
•	 Lied	to	Congress

Bradley	Manning	case

Google	surveillance

•	 Gmail	ads
•	 Internet	searches

Getting	keywords/phrases	from	
emails	and	selling	them

Recording	and	selling	our	searches

Google	Ad	not	a	secret	form	
of	surveillance,	but	users	
are	not	well	informed

Possible	access	to	our	personal	
information	by	employees	of	
Google,	Facebook,	NetFlix

Service	agreements	hard	to	
understand

Add details

•	 Explain	who	Snowden	is	and	what	he	
did

•	 Name	corporations	who	cooperated	with	
the	NSA

Delete details

•	 Edward	Snowden’s	whereabouts,	living	
in	airports

•	 NSA	and	consequences
•	 Reference	to	Bradley	Manning
•	 NSA	concerned	more	about	self	than	

citizens

Add details

•	 Google	scans	emails	and	sells	
information	to	companies

•	 Specific	example	of	ad	that	appears	in	
email

•	 Add	visual	example	of	targeted	ads

Delete details

•	 Comments	about	Google	getting	paid	
lots	of	money	—	need	evidence

•	 Comments	about	what	Google	
spokesman	says	—	would	need	source

Change

•	 Change	“mom”	example	to	something	I	
can	document

•	 Make	tone	more	formal,	use	“third	
person”

Add details

•	 Ads	on	social	networking	sites
•	 “Sponsors”	section	on	Facebook	

homepage
•	 Personal	data	available	to	marketers	

who	send	targeted	ads	to	Facebook	
users

Delete details

•	 All	information	in	first	draft	of	body	¶	3	
(move	some	to	body	¶	4)

Change

•	 Focus	on	selling	information	from	social	
networking	sites,	esp.	Facebook

(continued on next page)
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Body ¶ 4

ConClusion

[New paragraph]

Is digital surveillance really a 
problem?

No privacy

Problems

•	 researching	other	forms	of	
government

•	 blackmail	potential

Can’t	express	myself	without	privacy

Add details

•	 Google,	Facebook,	etc.	convince	us	our	
data	is	safe	but	sell	it	to	marketers.

•	 Users	unaware	how	much	information	
is	mined	—	include	stuff	on	terms	of	
service	from	1st

•	 Privacy	policies	confusing	because	
changed	frequently.

Add transition

Add details

•	 Google	ads	for	alternative	forms	of	
government?

•	 Need	government	regulation
•	 Citizens’	right	to	privacy

Change

•	Make	tone	more	formal,	less	personal,	
use “third person”

After creating the graphic organizer, Wilson revised her first draft. A portion of her 
revised draft, with her revisions indicated using the Track Changes function, follows.

Revised dRaft

Do we need to talk? There are plenty of exciting new ways to do it. We can communicate 

by talking on use our iPhones, chat on Skype, Gmail, Facebook message or read each 

other’s Twitter, or blog posts, or share pictures on Instagram. but there are dangers 

there. Our conversations can be recorded, and the GPS funtion on the phone allows our 

whereabouts to be tracked. We can chat on Skype, Gmail, Facebook message, or read 

each other’s Twitter or blog posts. These new digital technologies are incredibly useful; 

however, they also come at a hidden cost. Often advertised as free services, new ways of 

communicating put us under more invasive but less obvious forms of more surveillance.

Before Wilson submitted her final draft, she read her essay several more times, edit-
ing it for sentence structure and word choice. She also proofread it to catch errors in 
grammar and punctuation as well as typographical errors. (A portion of Wilson’s revised 
essay, with editing and proofreading changes marked, appears in Chapter 10, p. 213.) 
The final version of Wilson’s essay follows.

final dRaft

Wilson’s essay can offer a 
model of illustration (see 
Chapter 14) and cause and 
effect (see Chapter 19).

(Figure 9.6 continued)

No Place Left for Privacy

Do we need to talk? There are plenty of exciting new ways to do it. We can 

use our iPhones, chat on Skype, Gmail, Facebook message, or read each other’s 

1
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