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QUESTIONS FOR PEER REVIEWERS

 1. What is the purpose of the essay?
 2. Who is the intended audience?
 3. What expectations are associated with this genre?
 4. Is the introduction fully developed?
 5. What is the main point or thesis? Is it easy to identify?
 6. Does each paragraph offer a clear topic sentence and relevant and 

convincing evidence to support the main point? Where is more evidence 
needed? (Identify specific paragraphs.)

 7. Is each paragraph clear and well organized? Are transitions needed to 
connect ideas within paragraphs?

 8. Is the organization easy to follow? Where might it be improved, and how? Are 
transitions needed to connect ideas between paragraphs?

 9. Does the conclusion draw the essay to a satisfying close?
 10. What do you like about the draft? What could be improved? Underline or high-

light passages that are unclear or confusing.

SUGGESTIONS FOR REVIEWERS
Reviewers	should	be	honest	but	tactful.	Criticism	is	never	easy	to	accept,	so	keep	your	
reader’s	feelings	in	mind.	These	tips	will	help	you	provide	useful	comments.

	1.	 Read	the	draft	through	twice	before	making	any	judgments	or	comments.
	2.	 Focus	on	the	main	points	and	how	clearly	they	are	expressed.	 If	you	notice	

a	misspelling	or	a	grammatical	error,	you	can	circle	it,	but	correcting	errors	is	
not	your	primary	task.

	3.	 Offer	praise.	 It	will	help	the	writer	to	know	what	works	as	well	as	what	needs	
improvement.

	4.	 Be	specific.	 For	instance,	instead	of	saying	that	more	examples	are	needed,	
tell the writer which ideas in which paragraphs are unclear or unconvincing 
without	examples.	Suggest	useful	examples	in	each	case.

	5.	 Use	the	Questions	for	Peer	Reviewers	above	as	well	as	any	additional	ques-
tions	that	the	writer	provides	to	guide	your	review.	 If	the	essay	was	written	
in	response	to	an	assignment	in	one	of	the	chapters	in	Part	3	or	4,	consult	the	
revision	flowchart	in	that	chapter.

	6.	 Write	notes	and	comments	directly	on	the	draft.	 At the end of the essay, 
write	a	note	that	summarizes	your	overall	reaction,	pointing	out	both	strengths	
and	weaknesses.	Here	is	one	reviewer’s	sample	final	note:

Overall, I think your paper has great ideas. It definitely held my interest, and the 

example about the judge proved your point well. But it could be organized better. 

The last three paragraphs don’t seem connected to the rest of the essay. Maybe 

better transitions would help. Also the conclusion just repeats your thesis state-

ment. It needs to be developed more.

Peer-review requires the 
teacher to be facilitator rather 
than lecturer, and these ses-
sions work best when the 
teacher monitors groups infor-
mally. Visit groups that seem 
quiet to encourage conversa-
tion, but be aware that your 
presence can make students 
feel self-conscious and, thus, 
dampen conversation. In con-
ferences, ask individual stu-
dents about whether working 
in their group is helpful, and 
shuffle students as needed to 
enhance productivity.

Point out that the quality 
response that each student 
reviewer extends to other 
students will come back in 
the form of quality feedback. 
Considerate and concrete 
responses about both content 
and form are key to suc-
cessful peer review.
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