Case Doc 18.1

Chris Wetzler
I practically live in my truck, so comfort and safety are important to me. I need a truck that is comfortable enough for daily use and rugged enough for off-road use. I probably spend 60% of my time on paved roads and the rest on dirt or snow. Although many of us don’t often fill the truck’s bed to full capacity, when I do, I need at least 6 feet 6 inches to comfortably haul materials—a short bed won’t do. This stuff isn’t very heavy (half a ton at most).

Geordie Olsson
I carry a lot of tools with me, both in the cab and in the bed. I also tow up to 10,000 lbs. a couple of times a month. I use the front seat of my truck as a desk. I’m frequently on dirt roads requiring high clearance. In the winter, 4WD has helped me get to sites that I couldn’t reach with 2WD. When visiting sites, I use the cab to carry blueprints and other large items that are too fragile or sensitive to leave exposed to the elements.

Libby Sabanosh
Towing equipment every day, I lug a healthy 7,000 to 9,000 pounds to work sites. A truck with lots of muscle would be great. It seems that it’s never just me in the truck. I usually take a few folks from the office to a site. I also taxi people back to the office. At times, I need to carry one-ton loads in the bed. The items are not bulky but can be almost seven feet in length.

Hank de Vre
I frequently take two or three clients to a site. I’m a little embarrassed to ask all of them to squeeze into the front seat with me. The backseat is just not big enough for adults to ride comfortably. I also notice the look on their faces when they discover that my truck is missing its seat belts in back. I tow up to 9,500 lbs. and loads up to 2,000 lbs. in the bed.

Sara Fedarko
I haul building supplies or other cargo of significant length and weight: up to seven feet and 2,500 pounds. Although I usually travel by myself, a couple of times a month I drive with passengers. I frequently use 4WD at muddy sites, especially in the winter. Electronic traction control would be nice. Thankfully, I’ve never needed air bags, but I’d appreciate front and side air bags.
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