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Biology assignment: Laboratory report

Distribution Pattern of Dandelion 1

Distribution Pattern of Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale )

on an Abandoned Golf Course

ABSTRACT

This paper reports our study of the distribution pattern of the 

common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale ) at an abandoned golf 

course in Hilton, NY, on 10 July 2005. An area of 6 ha was sampled 

with 111 randomly placed 1 x 1 m2 quadrats. The dandelion count 

from each quadrat was used to test observed frequencies against 

expected frequencies based on a hypothesized random distribution. 

[Abstract continues.]

INTRODUCTION

Theoretically, plants of a particular species may be aggregated 

(clumped), random, or uniformly distributed in space 1. The 

distribution type may be determined by many factors, such as 

availability of nutrients, competition, distance of seed dispersal, 

and mode of reproduction 2.

The purpose of this study was to determine if the distribution 

pattern of the common dandelion (Taraxacum officinale ) on an 

abandoned golf course was aggregated, random, or uniform.

METHODS

The study site was an abandoned golf course in Hilton, NY. 

The vegetation was predominantly grasses, along with dandelions, 

broad-leaf plantain (Plantago major), and bird’s-eye speedwell 

(Veronica chamaedrys). We sampled an area of approximately 6 ha
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Write a report on an experiment you conduct on the distribution
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pattern of a plant species indigenous to the Northeast. Describe your
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methods for collecting data and interpret your experiment’s results.

  1 Key terms

  2 Purpose: to describe and interpret the results of an experiment

  3 Evidence: data collected during the experiment


