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Write a literature review in which you report on and
	 2	 3	 1

evaluate the published research on a behavioral disorder.

  1 Key terms

  2 Purpose: to report on and evaluate a body of evidence

  3 Evidence: research of other psychologists

Marginal annotations indicate appropriate formatting and effective writing.

Psychology	assignment:	Literature	review

ADHD IN BOYS VS. GIRLS 3

Always out of Their Seats (and Fighting):

Why Are Boys Diagnosed With ADHD More Often Than Girls?

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is a commonly 

diagnosed disorder in children that affects social, academic, or 

occupational functioning. As the name suggests, its hallmark 

characteristics are hyperactivity and lack of attention as well as 

impulsive behavior. For decades, studies have focused on the 

causes, expression, prevalence, and outcome of the disorder, but 

until recently very little research investigated gender differences. 

In fact, until the early 1990s most research focused exclusively on 

boys (Brown, Madan-Swain, & Baldwin, 1991), perhaps because 

many more boys than girls are diagnosed with ADHD. Researchers 

have speculated on the possible explanations for the disparity, 

citing reasons such as true sex differences in the manifestation 

of the disorder’s symptoms, gender biases in those who refer 

children to clinicians, and possibly even the diagnostic procedures 

themselves (Gaub & Carlson, 1997). But the most persuasive reason 

is that ADHD is often a comorbid condition—that is, it coexists 

with other behavior disorders that are not diagnosed properly and 

that do exhibit gender differences.

It has been suggested that in the United States children are 

often misdiagnosed as having ADHD when they actually suffer from 

a behavior disorder such as conduct disorder (CD) or a combination 

of ADHD and another behavior disorder (Disney, Elkins, McGue, & 

Iancono, 1999; Lilienfeld & Waldman, 1990). Conduct disorder is 

characterized by negative and criminal behavior in children and
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